
Positive COVID-19 
Case Reported to the 
School for a Student, 
Staff, or Visitor On 

Site During the 
Infectious Period

Principal / Principal’s 
Designee Identifi es 

“Potential Close 
Contacts” to the 

Positive Case

After Receiving a 
Clearance Letter from 

the Fairfax County 
Health Department, 
the Parent/Guardian 

will Submit the 
Fairfax County Health 

Department Sara 
Alert Clearance Letter 
to their Child’s School 

and the Student is 
Permitted to Resume 
In-Person Instruction 

and Activities*

Parent/Guardian 
will Submit the 

Completed Return 
to School Form or 
a Fairfax County 

Health Department 
Sara Alert Clearance 
Letter to the School 
and the Student is 

Permitted to Resume 
In-Person Instruction 

and Activities

FCPS will Notify the 
Parent/Guardian that 
the Fairfax County 
Health Department 
has identifi ed their 

Child as a Close 
Contact and the 
Parent/Guardian 

will Need to Follow 
Health Department 

Guidance for the 
Return Date

After Receiving 
Clearance from the 

Fairfax County Health 
Department, FCPS will 
Disseminate a Return 
to School Email to the 
Parent/Guardian of the 

Paused Student for 
the Student to Resume 
In-Person Instruction 

and Activities*

Individual Reports 
Being COVID-19 
Positive and is 

Directed, by the 
Fairfax County Health 

Department, to 
Isolate (at least 10 

days from symptom 
onset or 10 days 

after testing positive 
for asymptomatic 

individuals) 

Individual Deemed 
a Close Contact by 
the Fairfax County 
Health Department 

and Directed by 
the Fairfax County 
Health Department 

to Quarantine 
(14 days from last 

date of exposure to 
the positive case)

Individual Deemed 
Not a Close Contact 

by the Fairfax County 
Health Department

Fairfax County Health 
Department Makes 

a Determination 
of Paused Student 
Status and Notifi es 

Paused Staff, Parent/
Guardian of the 
Paused Student, 
and FCPS of the 
Determination

Fairfax County Health Department Clears Paused 
Student who is Fully Vaccinated and Asymptomatic to 

Resume In-Person Activities

Fairfax County Health Department Sends Parent/
Guardian Clearance Letter via Email to Return Child 
to School Immediately (within hours of submission 
during FCHD business hours; by the next day for 

after hour submission)

Fairfax County Health Department Notifi es FCPS that 
the Student is Cleared to Return

Students Who Are 
Not Fully Vaccinated 
or Symptomatic and 

Students whose 
Parent/Guardian 

Did Not Submit the 
Vaccine Verifi cation 

Survey Remain 
Paused

Parent/Guardian of 
Fully Vaccinated, 
Asymptomatic 

Students Completes 
Fairfax County Health 
Department Vaccine 
Verifi cation Survey 
for their Child as 

Applicable

Fairfax County Health 
Department Begins 
Case Investigation 

and Contact Tracing

Principal / Principal’s 
Designee Sends 
Pause Letters to 

Students and Staff 
Identifi ed as Potential 

Close Contacts

Principal / Principal’s 
Designee Notifi es 
the Fairfax County 
Health Department 

of the Positive 
Case and Submits 

the Names and 
Contact Information 

for Students and 
Staff Identifi ed as 
a “Potential Close 

Contact” 

Action by FCPS Action by Fairfax County Health Department

Action by FCPS Parent/Guardian When Students Return to School *Case response times vary; some investigations are currently taking several days

COVID-19 Response Flowchart for FCPS Families


